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On July 19, foreign ministers of Organization of American States (OAS) member nations met in
Washington to discuss the Panamanian situation, and extending the time- frame of the OAS mission
to mediate political talks in that country. Debate focused on whether to extend the mission to Aug.
23 or Aug. 30, the establishment of a deadline of sorts for the Panamanian government, and the
precise wording of the ensuing joint statement. The resolution which emerged on July 20 stated that
Panamanians only must decide the content of a viable national accord to resolve the current political
crisis. The ministers agreed to extend the OAS mission until Aug. 23. Next, the declaration called
on Panama to bring about a transfer of power by Sept. 1, as called for in Panama's constitution,
"and the holding of free elections as soon as possible." The OAS mission is comprised of Secretary
General Joao Baena Soares, and the foreign ministers of Ecuador, Guatemala and Trinidad and
Tobago. In a statement to the ministers following a vote on the declaration, US Deputy Secretary
of State Lawrence Eagleburger said that his government interpreted the declaration to mean "Gen.
Noriega must go" before Sept. 1 for the transfer of power to occur. Panamanian Foreign Minister
Jorge Ritter asserted that the OAS statement referred to finding a replacement for President Manuel
Solis Palma, who took office in February 1988 after Eric Arturo Delvalle was deposed. Ritter said
the US interpretation constituted interference in Panama's affairs. On July 22, in an interview with
Cuban news agency Prensa Latina in Havana, Reynaldo Rivera, national secretariat coordinator of
the Panamanian Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD) said the OAS declaration demonstrated
rejection of the "dirty game played by the United States in Panama." He added that the US failed
to control the session in accordance with its objectives and interests. (Basic data from Notimex,
07/19/89; New York Times, 07/21/89; Prensa Latina, 07/22/89)
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